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Ai medio; CM RY Sir, 
has made many extraordinary 
diſtinctions, in a very, extra- 


ordinary manner; 5 and indeed © ir 18 
allowed, on all hands, that he is a 
very extraordinary orator: he has told 
us, Sir,” that though he has ſpoke 2. 
fecond time, yet that he has ſpoke but 
bnce:” "He has "endeavoured, indeed, 
to avoid the abſurdity, by ſaying, 
„That he only finiſhed, what he de- 
* fignedly left imperfect :” And I ſup- 
poſe he wo uld mfer that he delivered 
only one ſpeech: but I think that even 
this expedient will not do, for I have 
always, conſidered the ſentiments that 
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once, as one ſpeech, whatever other 


ſentiments he friay ſuppoſe to be con- 
nected with them; and that if a gentle- 


man who has ſpoken once, thinks fit, 


after others have replied, to ſpeak a- 
gain, he not only ſpeaks twice, but 
makes two ſpeeches: however, as the 
Houſe has indulged him, I ſhall cons 
Hider only what he. has ſaid. : 
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* has ſaid Sir, 1 in oth of 


himſelf and much te the diſadvantage 


of others; he has told us, how he 
« ſou ght for merit wherever it was to 


bc be found ; how he found it in the 
i mountains of the north; how. this 
« merit was an: intrepid race of men; ; 


« how he drew - this intrepid. race 


'2 


6 into our ſervice; ; and what ad- 
& Vantsges We have derived auf 
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lle has . * his ufval mo- 


| deſty, told ws, 2 That no miniſter ever 


ſought 


iy 


> 
* 
pe 
I 
3 
5 
; * 
70 


* 


ſought for merit before him; and 
inſinuated, that the preſent Miniſtry 


are 198 PUPPEts © * enn pee. 
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| 4 to. the encomium on Himel, 1 
ſhall leave him in the peaceable pol- 


ſeſſion of all the honour he can derive 
from it: as fer hib candenination of 


Others, it has little to do with tlie 
queſtiom in debate, and, as far as ir is 
pertinent it has been effectually an- 
ſwered already; I ſhall therefore take 
no notice of that, but endeavour to 


. py. ſome reply to ſuch part of his 


arangue on the ſybject of the day as 

underſtand, and Point out ſuch 1 parts 

as I do not, to the attention of gentle- 
ng of fuperior nn. 


. 18, an common for this Gen- 
veman to get out of ſight: it is his 
cuſtom to mount a kind of Rhetorical 
Ladder, to ſhuffle the duſt off his 


feet into the eyes of thoſe that look 
up 
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(5) 
up after him, and, when he is got to 
che top, to amuſe thoſe that can hear 
him, with ſome choice fragment from 
che wonderful ſtorehouſe of his me- 
mory, as he has to day by the ſcrap 
of a ballad by Prior. I muſt confeſs— 


« T love to be explicit, that he puts 
me in mind of other ingenious gen- 
tlemen; great climbers, who, under 
pretence of ſweeping a. chimney, 
clamber to the top and then, call a 
coach. n n gal | 'S 1E 521. 4 


However, let us take this Gentle- 
man.down from. his altitude, Tet him 


upon plain groun nd , and hear what he 
has to ay f for himſelf. Pros 5 


He tells us, that Americans are 
not baſtards; that he comes not arm- 
ed at all points with la wcaſées and 
acts of parliament; with the ſtatute- 
book, doubled down in do g'5-ears, 
to defend the cauſe of Liberty; but 
that upon a general and conſtitutional 
4 4 PT inciple 
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J principle he will defend Liberty a- 
nd r an. 


* * 
5 4 


Now, Sir, i. all theſe aller- 
tions, what relation have they. to the 
point in debate ? ? No gentleman i in this 
Houſe has pretended that the Britiſh 
ſubjects i in America, have not the ſame 


privileges with the Britiſh Lubjects 3 in 
Weide 


- «od 


Ii is true, 8 have been 
doubled down, that particular parts 
might be eaſily referred to, in order 


to aſcertain what, in a particular in- 
ſtance, is law: and this mi ght ſurely 
be done with propriety; for if not by 
the books that contain our laws, it is 
difficult to know by what our laws can 
be aſcertained. But when this Gentle- 
man, with his uſual eloquence, tells 
us that theſe books are doubled down 


in dog's £-ears, he ſeems to ſuppoſe that 
. propriety of doubling them down 


24 will 


„ 

will vanifh; and indeed to inſinuate 
that the ſtatute-bocks themſelves 
thould be held as cheap as another 


great friend to Hiberty held Magna 
Chatta, when he thought fit to change 


che word Charta into another of no 
very delicate or r relpectable mean- 


wg n * we > "I 
a 7 
* 4 © & %:. = 


— - - 


T mall, however, ke no ene 


notice of this Wege s Oratory 


tlie ſhreds of tinſel and fringe, trope 
and metaphor, Which he has liber- 
ally ſcattered" about; 1 can find com- 

mon ſenſe enough to: Pn into an 
ho pre 8 58 eee 
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Decade ande _ told 
us that England has no right to tax 
America, becauſe Taxation is no part 
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: * When Oliver 3 os told _ PALS 
be was doing +a contrary to Magn a Charta; he thing 
r dent tell me of: your Magna roi beet it ſhall 


done. 
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of the governing or legiſlative power; 
becaufe the Taxes are the gift and 
grant of the Commons alone; and be- 
cauſe in the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons the Americans are not virtually 
repreſented. | ' 


This Argument W for orfared 
that no Britiſh Subject can be legally 


axed, that is not virtually repreſent- 


ed. But 4 great number of Britiſh 
Subjects in this Kingdom have been 
taxed ever ſince. taxes have been raiſed, 


though they have not been virtually 


repreſented: it is therefore to be pre- 
ſumed that they have been legally 
taxed; that they have been taxed con- 


ſitently with that conſtitution or form 


of government, which has long been, 
and is now eſtabliſhed among us. 


"The Honourable "Gentleman ſup- 
poſes that the taxes are a gift of the 
Commons; and that taxation is no part 


B | of 


E ) . 


of the governing or legiſlative power; 
now, admitting this to be true, can it 
be pretended that the Commons have 
not a conſtitutional right to give and 
grant a certain proportion of the com- 
mon property of the Kingdom, that is, 
of the ſubjects as a collective body, 
for public purpoſes? that the fame 
conſtitution, under which they hold 
this right, has not appointed that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhall conſiſt of 
perſons choſen by the Freeholders and 
Freemen of Great Britain? that is, by 
perſons who poſſeſs a freehold of forty 
ſhillings a year, or are members of 
ſome corporation, to which the right 
of electing Members of Parliament 
has been granted ? or that the ſame 
conſtitution does not ſuppoſe that, al- 
though theſe electors only are virtu- 
Ally repreſented, yet that the other 
ſubjects, at leaſt equally numerous, are 
legally repreſented by the ſame body, 
and liable to contribute to whatever 
ſum it ſhall grant? In 


„ 

In arbitrary governments money is 
raiſed by the will of the Sovereign, in 
our's by the Commons, in concurrence 
with the Lords and the King. In the 
Commons the power 15 lodged of 
granting out of the common purſe | 
what 1s thought requiſite for common 
ſervice: whether it is, or is not their 
property, excluſively, is not the queſ- 
tion: they give what is and is not their 

own 1n grants that reſpect the Britiſh 
lubjects reſiding in Great Britain, when- 
ever they grant a ſum that᷑ is borrow-- 
ed at intereſt, and the intereſt of which 
1s paid by a tax levied, not on their 


own property only, but on the proper- 
. of others. 


I might here obſerve, that though 
the grant is the act of the Commons 
alone, yet the taxation to raiſe the 
money granted, or intereſt for it if 
borrowed, is the act of the legiſlature, 
and that it is neceſſary, not to the form 
only, but to the eſſence of taxation, 


B 2 that 
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mat all parts of Ae legilature Mane 
contur. g . 
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» my 


; rhe Henn te 6700 0 Jos 
enquired by whom the Americans are 
repreſented ! H anſwer, by the Britiſh 


Houſe of Commons, by the fame body 


U 


that, repreſents all the ſubjects i in Great 


Britain that haye no vote fag Members 
of men, 


i * 


1 to te rotten parts of the conſti- 


f? 2 


tution, My Thall. leave them to be made 
ſound as they can: 1 am not to confi- 
der. What the conſtitution might be, 
but whats at is. * am not tO, conſider 
myfelf as in Utopia; but! in Britain; I 


have nothing to do with ſpeculation 
concerning liberty in general; nor am 


I t9-examine. how far natural liberty 
ought to be reſtrained, nor in what 


manner, or with what perſons, a com- 
mon depokt of power to reſtrain it 


may be beſt placed: I affirm that, by 
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the couſtiraion of Great Britain, 2 


1A. 


hs is, 18 ſuppoſed. t to 5 ee pre- 
ſented by perſons choſen by Freehold- 
ers and Freemen of Corporations, who 
alone are virtually and immediately 
repreſented hy chem. c 7 


e Gentleman ſeemed 
in ſome degree to be aware of this 
Argument, by turning the examina- 
tion of the queſtion into a different 
channel; by his reproaching the Sta- 
tute book with dog's ears; and by his 
declamations in favour of liberty up- 
on general principles, which the ver- 
tigo of his brain has confounded with 


liberty upon the principles of a parti- 
cular conſtitution. 


He has alſo another ſubterfuge, in- 
to which I muſt follow him, though 


here indeed I muſt” leave common 
1 2 ſenſe 


(<9. ): 

ſenſe behind me: He tells us that 
though'it is illegal to tax the Britiſh 
ſubjects in America becauſe they have 
no vote for Members, yet it is legal to 
tax the Britiſſi ſubjects i in Britain who 
have not a vote, becauſe many of 
them may have a vote if they will; 
and becauſe many of them have an 
influence over thoſe that have votes 
already. Now upon the ſame princi- 
ples it might be proved that, it being 
lawful to hang a man who has com- 
mitted a murder, it is alſo lawful to 
hang a man that has not committed a 
murder, becauſe many men, not mur- 
derers, might commit a murder if 
they would; and many ſuch men 
have influence over others, by whom 


a murder may happen to be com- 
mitted. 


© , * 
{4 
TT 


2 18 or it is not lawful to tax a ſub- 
ject of Great Britain not virtually re- 


preſented : it lawful to tax ſuch ſub- 


jects 


(38:3 

jects in England, it is lawful to tax 
ſuch ſubjects in America; if not law- 
ful to tax ſuch ſubjects in America, it 
is not lawful to tax ſuch ſubjects. 
in England; the lawfulneſs or un- 
lawfulneſs does not depend upon what 
men may be, but upon what they 
are; and there 1s the ſame reaſon for 
a ſubje& here to refuſe to pay the 
tax as for thoſe in America. 


The Honourable Gentleman has 
been pleaſed to ſay he is glad the 
Americans have reſiſted; he is glad 
therefore that the ſubjects of Great. 
Britain in America have broken the 
laws by which they acknowledge 
themſelves to be bound ; have vio- 
lated the public peace, and injured 
perſonal property, becauſe they 
thought fit to determine what A& of 


the Britiſh Parliament was or was not 
conſtitutional. 


If 


(C) 

If the ſubjects of America hid pro- 
perly remonſtrated againſt the Act in 
queſtion, they would have incurred 
no cenfure of mine, nor ſhould 4 It 
that caſe, ' have been very zeatotrs 
againft our repealing an Act after rea- 


| 5 ſons had been properly offered againſt 


it, which reaſons, when it was Paſſed, 


now to repeal an Act, which has been 


merely becauſe a licentious and tu- 
multuous rabble, countenanced per- 
haps by thoſe who- ought to have be- 
haved better, has endangered the 
tives; and invaded the property of his 


a pretence forſooth of being the pa- 
trons. of liberty, ſeems to be a ſtr ide 
towards anarchy and confuſion, a 

ſtroke at conſtitutional and rational 
freedom, which ought to make every 
ſenſible lover of his country tremble. 


The 


Were not under - confideration'; but 


ſolemnly and deliberately made, 


Majeſty's ſubjects and ſervants, under 


9 


The Honourable Gentleman will 
excuſe me — he does not often con- 
vince me, but I confeſs he frequently 
makes me laugh: he has a happy ta- 
lent at deviating into joke; an honour- 
able member, who has been cenſured 
for having adviſed the meaſure now 
under debate, ſays, when he propoſed 
the tax, he frequently aſked the houſe 
if any gentleman would object to the 
right, and that nobody attempted to 
deny it. Inſtead of admitting this as 
a proof that the Honourable Gentle- 
man {ſubmitted his opinion to others, 
and had the moſt reſpectable ſanction 
for it, his honourable opponent ob- 
ſerves, that there is a modeſty in the houſe 
that does not chuſe to contradict a, Miniſter : 
but what then? does it follow that a 
Miniſter who aſks the opinion of the 
houſe has not done all that he can do, 
or that when he has done all that he 
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can do, he is to blame, for not hav- 
ing done more? 


There is, however, another piece of 
wit which this Gentleman has thou ght 
ft t to fubftitute for arguiticn 1t, that I 
cannot let paſs: he tells us, tht the 
Honourable Gentleman has menti- 
oned the ſtockholders, and then adds, 
that he hopes the debts of the nation 


are not reckon'd as part of the nati- 


onal eſtate; would he inſfinuate by 
this that the ſtockholder, and the 


ſtockholder alone, may legally be 
taxed, though not virtually repreſent- 


ed? the national debt is money due 


to individuals, this money is their 
eſtate; the national eſtate is out of the 
queſtion; this eſtate of the creditors 


of the public is taxed by perſons 


whom they do not chuſe, and who 
do not virtually repreſent them; it is 
either legally taxed, or illegally; if 


ille- 


Pr 


( 7. 


illegally, to. what tends his queſtion: ? 
if n to What tends his argu- 
ment? FS | 


1 he distinction herween, inter- 
ad} and external taxes, ſome gentle- 
men have ſaid that they did not un- 
derſtand it, and I confeſs myſelf to 
be one of the number: the Honour- 


able Gentleman ſays, that there is a 
plain diſtinction between taxes to raiſe 


a revenue, and duties impoſed to re- 


gulate trade and accommodate the 
ſubject. But What is the diſtinction 


that is ſo plain? Why the diſtinction 


is only in the purpoſe for which the 


tax is laid; a power to tax for one 


purpoſe, is a power to tax for ano- 


ther; beſides, external taxes are fre- 
quently laid primarily to pay intereſt 
for money borrowed in conſequence 
of ſupplies granted by the Commons, 

5 VVV, 
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{ 20 

and not merely to regulate trade, or 
accommodate the ſubject - the tax to 
raiſe intereſt for the ſupply is, or 
ought to be, laid ſo as to anſwer other 
purpoſes, and all the taxes laid to re- 
gulate trade and accommodate the 
TUbject, are 8 8 to the $10 t 


The Gentleman ſuppoſes that the 
commercial ſyſtem of America, may 
be altered to advantage, and fo do 1 
too: he wiſhes alſo that a. day may 
be appointed to conſider the ſtate of 
the nation with reſpect to America, 
and hopes that gentleman will come 
to this debate with temper and im- 
partiality, ſo do I too: he may alſo, 
for aught 1 know, wiſh that our con- 
ſtitution was improved, and I be- 
lieve that no gentleman here. would 
be againft improving it. Gentlemen 
may -perhaps differ with reſpect to 
the altcrations that may be propoſed 


as 


(3 
as improvements, but hat have we 
at preſent to do with: theſe peradven- 
tures? As there can be no doubt, 
tropes and figures and jokes aſide, but 
that, as the conſtitution now ſtands, 
England has a right to tax her colo- 
nies, and that th exergiſe of that 
power over the Britiſh ſubjects in 
America, which is, and has long been, 
exerciſed over many Britiſh ſubjects 
in England, will not make them ei- 
ther baſtards or ſlaves; as no legal 
remonſtrance has been made to go- 
vernment from America againſt the 
Act in queſtion; and as there is no rea- 
ſon to repeal it but the tumults of a 
mob, who have broken windows, 
plundered houſes, and threatened to 
cut throats, I muſt beg leave to tell the 
Honſe what is really my opinion; it is, thai 
the Stamp-Adt be Nor repealed, no not 
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